
 
The Game & Comic Industry Database 

Product Data Licensing for Point-of-Sale Platforms 

 

Overview 

The Game & Comic Industry Database (GCI-DB) provides a centralized, standardized 
source of product data for the game and comic industry. 

The platform is designed to solve a persistent challenge across retail and software 
systems: inconsistent, incomplete, and fragmented product data. 

By aggregating, structuring, and maintaining product data from across the industry, GCI-DB 
enables Point-of-Sale (POS) platforms to deliver high-quality, ready-to-use product 
information directly to their users. 

 

The Industry Challenge 

POS systems serving the game and comic retail sector face ongoing challenges related to 
product data: 

• Data originates from multiple sources (manufacturers, distributors, publishers)  

• Formats and identifiers vary significantly  

• Product details are often incomplete or outdated  

• Ongoing updates require continuous maintenance  

As a result, POS providers must either: 

• Build and maintain internal product databases, or  

• Rely on inconsistent third-party data sources  

Both approaches require significant resources and create limitations in data quality and 
scalability. 

 



  

The GCI-DB Solution 

GCI-DB provides a single, structured data layer that integrates into POS systems and 
replaces fragmented data workflows. 

The system delivers: 

• Standardized product records across manufacturers and distributors  

• Consistent identifiers (GCI-SKU, UPC, manufacturer codes)  

• Complete product information, including extended attributes  

• Continuous updates across the product lifecycle  

This allows POS systems to provide a significantly improved data experience without 
maintaining their own data infrastructure. 

 

What Data Includes 

Each product record within GCI-DB may include: 

• Product title and description  

• UPCs, SKUs, and standardized identifiers  

• Pricing (SRP) and available cost fields  

• Dimensions and logistical information  

• Product attributes (genre, mechanics, player count, age rating, etc.)  

• Image URLs hosted for consistent access  

Data is structured for immediate usability within POS and ecommerce environments. 

 

Data Acquisition and Maintenance 

GCI-DB aggregates product data from multiple sources across the industry and applies a 
structured process to ensure consistency and reliability. 

Data Sources 

• Manufacturer and publisher catalogs  

• Distributor data feeds  



  

• Existing product datasets within the industry  

Data Standardization 

Incoming data is: 

• Normalized into a consistent format  

• Mapped to standardized identifiers  

• Structured for cross-system compatibility  

Data Enrichment 

Where available, additional attributes are incorporated to enhance product usability in 
retail environments. 

Ongoing Updates 

• Product changes are continuously processed  

• New releases are added as they become available  

• Updates are distributed across all connected systems  

This ensures that POS platforms always have access to current, complete product data. 

 

Retailer Demand for Product Data 

Retailers require product data to operate efficiently across both in-store and ecommerce 
environments. 

Key needs include: 

• Fast product onboarding for new releases  

• Accurate and complete product listings  

• Consistent data across POS and ecommerce systems  

• Reduced manual data entry and maintenance  

Retailers typically spend significant time gathering and managing product data manually. 
Access to a centralized, structured dataset directly addresses this need. 

POS systems that provide integrated product data significantly improve the usability and 
value of their platform to retailers. 



  

 

Benefits to POS Systems 

Licensing GCI-DB data enables POS platforms to: 

1. Eliminate Internal Data Maintenance 

Remove the need to build and manage proprietary product databases. 

2. Improve Data Quality for Users 

Provide complete, standardized, and consistently updated product information. 

3. Accelerate Product Development 

Reduce time spent on data aggregation and focus on core platform features. 

4. Increase Platform Value 

Offer a stronger, more complete solution to retailers, improving retention and acquisition. 

5. Enable Scalable Growth 

Support a growing user base without increasing data management overhead. 

 

Integration Options 

GCI-DB supports multiple integration methods: 

• API Access for real-time data retrieval and updates  

• Scheduled CSV Delivery for batch processing and system imports  

These options allow POS providers to integrate data in a manner that aligns with their 
existing architecture. 

 

Data Usage and Licensing 

GCI-DB data is licensed to POS platforms for use within their systems and for delivery to 
their users. 

Licensing includes: 

• Access to the full product dataset  

• Ongoing updates and data maintenance  



  

• Rights to display and utilize data within the POS environment  

Restrictions: 

• Data may not be resold or redistributed outside the licensed platform without 
agreement  

• Use is limited to supporting the POS system and its users  

 

Pricing Structure 

Licensing is structured as: 

• $10 per user sold in blocks of 20, or  

• Negotiated monthly pricing based on platform scale  

No setup fees. No additional usage charges. 

 

Future Development 

GCI-DB is expanding its platform to include additional operational tools, including the 
Central Ordering System (GCI-COS), which will: 

• Aggregate retailer demand  

• Align orders with distributor inventory  

• Streamline purchasing workflows  

POS systems integrated with GCI-DB will be positioned to leverage these capabilities as 
they are released. 

 

Conclusion 

Product data is a foundational component of retail operations in the game and comic 
industry. 

GCI-DB provides a centralized, structured, and continuously maintained data layer that 
enables POS systems to deliver a higher-quality, more scalable solution to their users. 

 


